
Friday, 14th February 2025

Headteacher's Welcome 

Welcome to this week's newsletter and to the final one of this half term which
has, as usual, flown by! Thank you to everyone in our CSPA family who
contributes positively to our school and for helping to make it a special place to
be. 

Today it has been a CSPA Wellbeing Day! A combination of shared wellbeing
activities, spending time with different children in different year groups, a non-
uniform day and a hot lunch have all made this a perfect day for looking after
our mental health and emotional wellbeing. I dedicated our Collective Worship
this morning to looking after ourselves and each other and I was so impressed
and proud with the children's thoughts and suggestions about how best to do



this. They are so amazing! Thank you to the Peer Mentors and to Mrs Valentine
for organising our wellbeing day today!

Last week, I shared a PTA newsletter for the spring term. It contained lots of
information regarding our fundraising success and outcomes, as well as our
continued drive to provide events to bring our school community together whilst
also raising much-needed funds for our school refurbishment project. There is a
virtual PTA   meeting arranged for Tuesday 25th February. I hope you can be
there - please click here for a link to the form to confirm your attendance or any
way you can help. Thank you!

On the subject of the PTA more information about the Spring Fayre has been
emailed to you. I hope you will be able to help in any way you can to support
this traditional and much-enjoyed CSPA event.

PTA Quiz Night - It's just 3 weeks until the PTA quiz night and we'd love to have
at least one table per class. Tickets available now on ParentPay - sign up for a
table or we can organise one for you. It's a really fun night - hope to see you
there!

PTA Ball - tickets will be available on ParentPay at 9am on Friday 28th
February.  More information in the PTA section of the newsletter which has also
been emailed out today.  

Please see below for some key items in this week's newsletter to support you
and help you keep up to date. 

I hope that you all enjoy a restful, enjoyable and happy half term. I look forward
to seeing you on Monday 24th February.
 
Best wishes

Mrs Alburg

Key items:

Adverse weather conditions
Reading at CSPA
World Book Day - 6th March 2025
Class assemblies reminder

https://forms.gle/FVj9zzZSuDLpidwf6


PTA News (including a link to join our virtual PTA meeting on the 25th
February)

Arrangements for Adverse Weather Conditions
I am writing to remind you of the arrangements should adverse weather
conditions mean that Chalfont St Peter C of E Academy must be fully or
partially closed. 

Last week, we were met with some heavy snow around drop off time and the
Buckinghamshire Local Authority have provided additional guidance about
keeping warm and well and staying safe in cold weather which I am sharing
with you below:

Keeping Warm and Well and Staying Safe in Cold Weather

In the event that we are able to stay open, we will of course take action to
ensure that the site is safe and the children are looked after. This may include
changes to the usual timetable, staying inside during break and/or lunchtime
and gritting and removing ice from priority areas and routes.

Should we need to close for the day or partially close with a late drop off or
early pick up, all of the information you require is on our school website which is
linked below:

Adverse weather condition arrangements

Should you have any further questions, please don't hesitate to ask. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keep-warm-keep-well-leaflet-gives-advice-on-staying-healthy-in-cold-weather
https://chalfontstpeteracademy.ovw9.devwebsite.co.uk/parents/severe-weather-procedures


Our current half term value: 
This half term we will be focussing in school on the value:



Sharing success in the local community 
Jesus said 'I have come that you may have life in all its fullness' (John 10:10).
He calls us to a full life in mind, body, heart and spirit. At CSPA, we believe the
purpose of education is to nurture and enable every child to thrive and to be the
person they are fully capable of being.  We  are proud  of what our children
achieve, not only in school but outside of school too! 

If your child achieves success in the community we would love to hear about it.
Please email a summary and any photographs to the School Office to feature
here.

Bake Sale for Cancer Research UK
You might have already seen on our social media platforms how very proud we
are of Olivia in Year 5 who held a bake sale for her year group on Monday to
raise money for Cancer Research UK. Not only did Olivia run the bake sale but
she also baked all of the cakes herself (which were so delicious), set up the
stall beautifully with cake stands and tablecloths and looked after everyone
including those with allergies. A very well-run mini-enterprise but above that a



demonstration of such kindness and generosity! Olivia managed to raise
£115.02.  Well done Olivia!



Wellbeing Day
Today we have enjoyed a Wellbeing Day in school. Our Peer Mentors
confidently lead an activity in each class to look at the '5 Ways to Wellbeing'.
The children have all looked at things they currently do and things they would
like to do to support their own wellbeing focusing on the importance of
connecting with others, being active, spending time taking notice, learning a
new skill and giving their time to others. We hope they can share some of
their ideas with you at home.
Mrs Valentine



Today's Wellbeing Day has been about looking after yourself but also how you
can look after others. Oriole in Year 5 thought it would be kind and make
everyone's day if she baked some special treats for her whole year group. So
thoughtful and so kind - thank you Oriole! What a superstar!



Safer Internet Day: Tuesday 11th February
This week and particularly on Tuesday, the children have been reminded about
online safety and how to keep safe when using technology. This is regularly
part of our CSPA curriculum but the annual Safer Internet Day helps prioritise
the important message for keeping safe online. Our CSPA Digital Leaders will
help to promote the day too!

For more information about keeping safe online you can always visit our
website pages dedicated to digital safety by clicking here. 

Ralph in class 7 made this poster in light of safer internet day! 
 

https://www.cspacademy.org.uk/parents/online-safety


Celebrating Number Day 
Last week, we celebrated Number Day with some exciting maths lessons and
fun activities throughout the school. A big congratulations to Class 10, who



were the double winners this year! They triumphed in the maths quiz and also
had the closest guess for the number of biscuits in the jar. Well done, Class 10!
We hope you enjoyed your treats! 

Miss Badrick and Mrs Finn

Chocolate Treat Friday!
Every Friday staff recognise 1 child in each class
who has consistently shown the Golden Rule
and been a Values Champion  throughout the
week. The chosen child receives a chocolate
treat, a certificate from Mrs Alburg and a HUGE
round of applause in Collective Worship.

Congratulations to the following children who
received a Wispa chocolate bar!

Year 3:   Harper, Duc, Dylan
Year 4:   Millie M, Liam, Jashan
Year 5:   Harry A, Ella, Lukas
Year 6:   Izel, Celina, Jojo



Class Assemblies
We are delighted to share plans welcoming you to join some of our CSPA
assemblies and collective worship. Throughout the school year, every class and
their teacher/s will be creating and presenting an assembly to the rest of their
year group and you are invited to come into school and watch your child’s class
assembly. This is a wonderful opportunity for children to showcase their
learning, build their confidence and experience performing and presenting in
front of others. We are thrilled to be opening our doors and welcoming parents
into school for another chance to be part of your child’s CSPA journey, build
positive relationships and engage with our whole school community.
 
The class assemblies will be on Fridays starting promptly at 9:10am and
finishing at 9:30am. You are welcome to arrive at 9am. The assembly will be
shared in our school hall.
 
To give you prior notice, the dates of each class assembly are shared below:

Friday 7th March 2025: Year 3 Class 1
Friday 28th March 2025: Year 6 Class 12
Friday 2nd May 2025: Year 5 Class 9
Friday 23rd May 2025: Year 4 Class 6
Friday 20th June 2025: Year 3 Class 2
Friday 11th July 2025: Year 6 Class 10
 
To ensure that we do not exceed the hall’s capacity and be compliant with fire
regulations, we ask that a maximum of two members of each family attend the
assembly. Siblings not of school age can attend but will need to sit on adults’
laps. There is no need to register your attendance, please just arrive at 9am via
the school office. Please note that the rest of the school will have the
opportunity to also enjoy the assembly at a later time that morning.



 
We look forward to seeing you and welcoming you to our class assemblies.

World Book Day And Reading Your Way
Thursday, 6th March, 2025

World Book Day this year is on Thursday, 6th March.
It’s time for World Book Day, and once again this year, we are inviting the
children at CSPA to either come dressed in book-related ‘fancy-dress’, or to
come to school in ‘cosy clothes’, which they would feel comfortable reading in.
We will also be holding our annual World Book Day Book Swap, so please start
to think about which books from your current collection you might like to donate
to the book swap, in order to make room on your bookshelves for the new,
swapped ones you will choose in school on World Book Day.
We support World Book Day because we believe in its aims. This year, World
Book Day is focussing on ‘Reading Your Way.’
‘Reading Your Way’ encourages everyone to let go of reading pressures and
expectations, and empowers children and young people to have fun
discovering reading on their own terms. This helps to build a love of reading for
pleasure.
 Please read below for some more detailed information about the benefits of
reading for pleasure.
Our mission is to promote reading for pleasure, offering every child and young
person the opportunity to have a book of their own. Reading for pleasure is the
single biggest indicator of a child’s future success – more than their family
circumstances, their parents’ educational background or their income.



World Book Day defines Reading for Pleasure as:
Feeling sense of satisfaction or pleasure by engaging with chosen reading
material in their free time.

We want to see more children with a life-long habit of reading for pleasure
and the improved life chances this brings them.

Six Elements - One Reading
Superpower
The evidence base shows there are
6 building elements which support a
child to read for pleasure
Being read to regularly
Having books at home and at school
Having a choice in what to read
Finding time to read
Having trusted help to find a book
Making reading FUN!
These 6 elements shape and guide
everything World Book Day does.

Why Reading For Pleasure? - The Evidence
Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a child’s future
success – more than their family circumstances, their parents’ educational
background or their income. Key outcomes are listed below.
• Improvement in vocabulary in comparison to non-readers (Millenium
Cohort Study)
• Correlation between regularity of reading for pleasure and ability in
reading each reinforcing the other as students get older (Cremin 2019,
Torppa 2020)
• Better performance in subjects other than English (Millenium Cohort
Study)
• Reading for pleasure is one of the most important predictors of test scores
at age 16, regardless of background (OECD)
• There is a strong correlation between regular reading for Pleasure and
Mental Wellbeing which is separate from other predictors (NLT 2018)
• Reading improves a child’s empathy skills (Oatly 2016)
• Interventions developing Reading for Pleasure attitudes (offering book
choice and time to read rather than instruction) have a greater influence on



reading ability than reading lessons for older children/adults (Greenberg
2014)
More details to follow after half term.

Mrs Newton

Reading at CSPA
Over the next few weeks, we will be sharing some plans to further develop and
encourage reading at CSPA . As a starting point, shared below are some links
to some recommended reading books for each year group. We hope you find
them useful and look forward to sharing more reading news and updates in the
coming weeks:

Recommended reads - Year 3
Recommended reads - Year 4
Recommended reads - Year 5
Recommended reads - Year 6

The 'Reading Stack' is part of an exciting new CSPA initiative to help children
track their reading progress and explore a variety of genres throughout the
year.
Some children have their Reading Stack on paper to be stuck into their reading
records, while others may not have had their reading record available. If your

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/recommended-reads/year-3/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/recommended-reads/year-4/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/recommended-reads/year-5/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/recommended-reads/year-6/


child didn’t stick it in at school, please can you do this at home? The Reading
Stack is designed to encourage students to discover what genres interest them
most and to try out different kinds of books. Here’s how it works:

Each child has a Reading Stack with six different genres (such as
mystery, adventure, fantasy, etc.) and ten books listed under each genre.
As they read books, they can colour in a book on the stack that
corresponds to the genre of the book they've read.
Each genre has a specific colour, and when your child writes the title of
the book in their reading diary, they will place a small dot of the
corresponding colour next to the title.

This method not only helps track their reading preferences but also encourages
them to explore books they might not have considered before. We’ve included
a list of suggested books for each genre that are age-appropriate, but children
are welcome to explore other titles within each genre too. The aim is to inspire
them to read for fun and broaden their literary horizons!
Please remember, there is no expectation to finish the entire stack by the end
of the year—this is about encouraging as much reading as possible at a
comfortable pace.
We’re excited to see how this initiative inspires our young readers and hope
they enjoy both the journey of discovery and the fun of tracking their progress.





Year 3 Mystery Reader

Last week, Rory's Mum come in and
read us two books by Tom Percival,
called The Bridges and The River.
Both books helped us to reflect on
times we may have felt big emotions,
and we loved the beautiful drawings
that accompanied the stories.
 

This week, we were joined by Arlo's
Mum, who read us the first few
chapters of The Twits by Roald Dahl
- it was disgustingly funny, and we all
enjoyed it very much! Arlo was very
surprised to see his Mum!

As ever, we can't wait to see who is
going to join us next week...

Mrs Goldsack

Year 4 Residential Trip to Osmington Bay
We will be holding an information meeting on Tuesday 1st April from 3.30pm -
4.00pm to provide you with further information about the trip and details of
travel arrangements. It will also give you an opportunity to ask any questions.
We will provide child care for your children whilst the meeting is taking place. I
will communicate again with reminders and further details about where
the meeting will be nearer the time. 



A kit list was emailed out to Year 4 parents last week.

Many thanks.
Mrs Valentine

Pupils' Perspective - Edition 4
The next edition of your school magazine is ready and waiting for you to enjoy
over half term.  There's a huge mix of topics, so there should be something for
everyone.  Head to 'Pupils' Perspective' on Google Classroom to find the
Puzzle Zone, How to make a tasty treat, Let's Get Stupid, all your old favourites
and some new excitements too.  A special mention must go to Ralph and Aiden
in Year 5 who have spent HOURS making 4, yes 4, hilarious Countryballs
episodes for you to enjoy.  See you there!

Mrs Nicholas, Mrs Ditty & Year 5/6 Magazine Club.

What to do if your child is ill or absent from school
To report an absence from school, an email must be sent on each day of
absence to absent@cspacademy.org.uk

To request a planned absence from school, CLICK HERE to complete an online
Google form. Forms can also be located under the 'parents' tab on our school
website www.cspacademy.org.uk

https://forms.gle/Tgz2HQAt2DMdfFy37
https://chalfont-st-peter-cofe-academy.secure-primarysite.net/school-forms/


PTA News
Watch this space for PTA news as we approach our fundraising target! Have an
idea of what you would like the PTA to purchase for the children? Come along
to the next meeting to share your ideas!! 

PTA Meeting
Our next meeting is VIRTUAL on Tuesday 25th February 2025 at 7pm.
 
PTA meeting
Tuesday, 25 February · 7:00 – 8:30pm
Time zone: Europe/London
Google Meet joining info
Video call link: https://meet.google.com/uvp-ywdj-rcx
Or dial: ‪(US) +1 475-441-5185 PIN: ‪772 752 572#

Class Coordinators

The CSPA PTA Class Coordinators do a fantastic job in helping to generate
support, provide useful communication and offer a helping hand to organisers
of our PTA events. Thank you to you all!
 
We have a vacancy in Class 9 and Class 10. If you are interested in the role,
please don’t hesitate to reach out. It will be lovely to hear from you!

Class 1
Helen Sheehan and Joanne
Edwards

Class
7

Joe and Vicky Williams

Class 2
Maki Huxford and Jacqueline
Hurley

Class
8

Helen Lord and Maki
Huxford



Class 3 Jeni Somani, Lydia Lucas
Class
9

Helen Lord

Class 4
Hannah Bhamra-Ariza and Jennie
Hackett

Class
10

Hannah Bhamra-Ariza

Class 5 Christy Lade and Kirsten Wagner
Class
11

Jeanette Koski and Danielle
Lester

Class 6
Margaux Taylor and Sarah
Watson

Class
12

Katie Barr and Christy Lade

PTA Hot Lunch
I am grateful to one or our parents, Ms Wagner, and other parents as well as
members of school staff for working together to provide this firm favourite for
the children today. 

PTA Quiz Night
Our PTA quiz masters are looking forward to welcoming you to the annual PTA
quiz on the 28th February for some much needed fun!

It's just 3 weeks until the PTA quiz night and we'd love to have at least one
table per class. Tickets available now on ParentPay - sign up for a table or we
can organise one for you. It's a really fun night - hope to see you there!

Last year was a blast and we would like your help in organising tables for every
year group. 

Tickets are now available on Parent Pay for £20, which includes a delicious
Tapas platter supplied by Hibiscus Foods.  Please advise us if veggie, vegan or
any allergies in advance so we can cater for you.
 















 DATE  EVENT TIME
 

 YEAR GROUP    
 Mon 17 - Fri 21 
February 

 Half Term    

  Tuesday 25
February

 PTA Meeting - remote  7pm  ALL parents

  Friday 28
February 

  PTA Quiz Night
  7pm -
10pm

  ALL parents

 Saturday 22 March  PTA Spring Fayre
 12 - 2.30
pm

  ALL

 Monday 24 March   Parents' Evening 
 4pm -
7pm 

  All Classes (except
Class 5) 

 Thursday 27 March  Parents' Evening  4pm - 7pm
 All Classes (except
Class 5)

 Monday 31 March  Parents' Evening  4pm - 7pm  Class 5 only

 Tuesday 1 April
 Yr4 Meeting re
Osmington Bay 

 3.30 pm -
4pm

 Year 4 parents

 Thursday 3 April Parents' Evening 4pm - 7pm Class 5 only
       

Upcoming dates:
 

SAVE THE DATES:

Friday, 28th February 2025 - PTA Quiz Night - 7pm -
10pm (adults only)

Saturday, 22nd March 2025 (12 - 2.30 pm) - PTA
Spring Fayre 

Friday, 2nd May 2025 - PTA Ball - 7pm - 12 pm



Click here to view the full school calendar
Click here to access the extra curriculum timetable 

 

Community Events
Please note that Chalfont St Peter Church of England Academy does not accept any

responsibility for advertised community events, nor do we endorse them.

https://www.cspacademy.org.uk/diary/grid/2022/01/
https://www.cspacademy.org.uk/school-clubs/
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