
Friday, 7th February 2025

Headteacher's Welcome 

Welcome to this week's newsletter. I hope you take the time to enjoy our CSPA
news and updates! There's plenty to share so you might want to put your feet
up and enjoy a cuppa!

Firstly, I would like to share that I met with the outgoing and newly-elected
house captains this week who also form our school council. They shared the
CSPA pupil voice admirably, coming up with some impressive ideas (watch this
space) as well as being tasked with some playground equipment and reading
tasks. I was so proud to hear them talk with such maturity, compassion and
vision. 



Well done to Class 4 , Mrs Newton and Mrs Clare for a wonderful class
assembly today. I especially loved how they managed to weave our current
school value of respect into sharing their learning - it was fabulous!

Congratulations also to our gymnastics teams who were representing our
school last weekend in the hope that they might qualify for the national finals. I
am so proud to say that our mixed team did - well done to all of the children and
to Mrs Wright!

Earlier today, I shared a PTA newsletter for the spring term. It contains lots of
information regarding our fundraising success and outcomes, as well as our
continued drive to provide events to bring our school community together whilst
also raising much-needed funds for our school refurbishment project. There is a
virtual PTA   meeting arranged for Tuesday 25th February. I hope you can be
there - please click here for a link to the form to confirm your attendance or any
way you can help. Thank you!

On the subject of the PTA, earlier today, more information about the Spring
Fayre has been emailed to you. I hope you will be able to help in any way you
can to support this traditional and much-enjoyed CSPA event.

This week has been 'Children's Mental Health Week'. The peer mentors
launched the week on Monday with a collective worship and all this week, the
children and staff have been thinking together about how to maintain healthy,
positive and strong mental health. We are going to continue this theme into
next week which will include Safer Internet Day on Tuesday and our very own
Wellbeing Day on Friday where the children will enjoy their hot lunch and can
also not wear their school uniform on this day.

And finally, it's been Number Day today at CSPA and the children have enjoyed
extra Maths to celebrate numbers and their learning of them in a fun and
exciting way. 

Please see below for some key items in this week's newsletter to support you
and help you keep up to date. Don't forget the deadline for ordering a PTA hot
lunch is 9am on the 10th February and tickets are on sale for the PTA Quiz
Night on the 28th February. 
 
Have a fabulous weekend!

Best wishes

https://forms.gle/FVj9zzZSuDLpidwf6


Mrs Alburg

Key items:

Adverse weather conditions
Reading at CSPA
World Book Day - 6th March 2025
Children's Mental Health Week and Wellbeing Day (Friday 14th February)
- non-uniform day
Number Day
Safer Internet Day
Year group curriculum information
Class assemblies reminder
PTA News (including a link to join our virtual PTA meeting on the 25th
February)
Hot Lunch - orders to be made on ParentPay by 9am Monday, 10th
February latest

Arrangements for Adverse Weather Conditions
I am writing to remind you of the arrangements should adverse weather
conditions mean that Chalfont St Peter C of E Academy must be fully or
partially closed. 

Last week, we were met with some heavy snow around drop off time and the
Buckinghamshire Local Authority have provided additional guidance about
keeping warm and well and staying safe in cold weather which I am sharing
with you below:

Keeping Warm and Well and Staying Safe in Cold Weather

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keep-warm-keep-well-leaflet-gives-advice-on-staying-healthy-in-cold-weather


In the event that we are able to stay open, we will of course take action to
ensure that the site is safe and the children are looked after. This may include
changes to the usual timetable, staying inside during break and/or lunchtime
and gritting and removing ice from priority areas and routes.

Should we need to close for the day or partially close with a late drop off or
early pick up, all of the information you require is on our school website which is
linked below:

Adverse weather condition arrangements

Should you have any further questions, please don't hesitate to ask. 

Our current half term value: 
This half term we will be focussing in school on the value:

https://chalfontstpeteracademy.ovw9.devwebsite.co.uk/parents/severe-weather-procedures


Year group curriculum information 
Each term, we update you with year group specific curriculum information. You
can view information for each year group below:

Year 3
Year 4

https://chalfontstpeteracademy.ovw9.devwebsite.co.uk/learning/year-group-information/year-3
https://chalfontstpeteracademy.ovw9.devwebsite.co.uk/learning/year-group-information/year-4


Year 5
Year 6

Sharing success in the local community 
Jesus said 'I have come that you may have life in all its fullness' (John 10:10).
He calls us to a full life in mind, body, heart and spirit. At CSPA, we believe the
purpose of education is to nurture and enable every child to thrive and to be the
person they are fully capable of being.  We  are proud  of what our children
achieve, not only in school but outside of school too! 

If your child achieves success in the community we would love to hear about it.
Please email a summary and any photographs to the School Office to feature
here.

Primary Maths Challenge - Bonus Round
Following on from their success in the first round of the Primary Maths
Challenge, we were delighted that four of our Year 6 children achieved high
enough scores to progress to the Bonus Round of the challenge.
On Tuesday 4th February, Sasha, Ksenia, Neve and Bradley were presented
with lots of very tricky problem solving questions in the Bonus Round of the
challenge. We are so proud of them all for approaching this challenge with
dedication and enthusiasm and we look forward to finding out how they got on.
Mrs Finn

https://chalfontstpeteracademy.ovw9.devwebsite.co.uk/learning/year-group-information/year-5
https://chalfontstpeteracademy.ovw9.devwebsite.co.uk/learning/year-group-information/year-6


Gymnastics
Congratulations to all of our gymnastics teams for competing last weekend to
qualify for the national finals. As always, all teams performed at their best and
represented the school brilliantly. Our mixed team were gold medallists and
have gained a place to not only represent CSPA but the South of England at
the national finals. Congratulations to the teams, thank you to parents and
especially to Mrs Wright, our gymnastics coach.



Number Day!
Today the children have been celebrating everything number! Children have
enjoyed some fun and memorable lessons today for our CSPA Number Day as
well as a quiz and a guess the number of biscuits in a jar competition. We'll
share more about the competition and quiz winners next week! 

In more Mathematics news, I would like to draw your attention to our new
Calculations Policies which help to demonstrate how children learn and
progress with the four number operations in all four year groups, along with key
vocabulary and skills. Please visit our school website to see more.

Maths at CSPA

https://chalfontstpeteracademy.ovw9.devwebsite.co.uk/learning/our-cspa-curriculum/curriculum-subjects/mathematics


Children's Mental Health Week and Wellbeing Day
Following an assembly launch with the Year 6 Peer Mentors on Monday,
children have been thinking about looking after their mental health and
wellbeing this week with a focus on 'Know Yourself...Grow Yourself'. We plan to
continue this important focus next week too, concluding with our CSPA
Wellbeing Day on Friday 14th February. On this day, the children will be invited
to not wear their uniform if they choose to. It will also be Hot Lunch that day too!

You can read more about Children's Mental Health Week by clicking here.

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/


Safer Internet Day: Tuesday 11th February
Next week, with our continued focus on wellbeing, children will be reminded
about online safety and how to keep safe when using technology. This is
regularly part of our CSPA curriculum but the annual Safer Internet Day helps
prioritise the important message for keeping safe online. Our CSPA Digital
Leaders will help to promote the day too!

Chocolate Treat Friday!
Every Friday staff recognise 1 child in each class
who has consistently shown the Golden Rule
and been a Values Champion  throughout the
week. The chosen child receives a chocolate
treat, a certificate from Mrs Alburg and a HUGE
round of applause in Collective Worship.

Congratulations to the following children who
received a melt in the middle chocolate cookie!

Year 3:   Aviana, Aanav, Sonny
Year 4:   Evie, Zayn, Dylan E



Year 5:   Amelia, Sophie L, Seb P
Year 6:   Jessica, Mya D, Dhrithi

Class Assemblies
We are delighted to share plans welcoming you to join some of our CSPA
assemblies and collective worship. Throughout the school year, every class and
their teacher/s will be creating and presenting an assembly to the rest of their
year group and you are invited to come into school and watch your child’s class
assembly. This is a wonderful opportunity for children to showcase their
learning, build their confidence and experience performing and presenting in
front of others. We are thrilled to be opening our doors and welcoming parents
into school for another chance to be part of your child’s CSPA journey, build
positive relationships and engage with our whole school community.
 
The class assemblies will be on Fridays starting promptly at 9:10am and
finishing at 9:30am. You are welcome to arrive at 9am. The assembly will be
shared in our school hall.
 
To give you prior notice, the dates of each class assembly are shared below:

Friday 7th March 2025: Year 3 Class 1
Friday 28th March 2025: Year 6 Class 12
Friday 2nd May 2025: Year 5 Class 9
Friday 23rd May 2025: Year 4 Class 6
Friday 20th June 2025: Year 3 Class 2
Friday 11th July 2025: Year 6 Class 10
 
To ensure that we do not exceed the hall’s capacity and be compliant with fire
regulations, we ask that a maximum of two members of each family attend the



assembly. Siblings not of school age can attend but will need to sit on adults’
laps. There is no need to register your attendance, please just arrive at 9am via
the school office. Please note that the rest of the school will have the
opportunity to also enjoy the assembly at a later time that morning.
 
We look forward to seeing you and welcoming you to our class assemblies.

World Book Day And Reading Your Way
Thursday, 6th March, 2025

World Book Day this year is on Thursday, 6th March.
It’s time for World Book Day, and once again this year, we are inviting the
children at CSPA to either come dressed in book-related ‘fancy-dress’, or to
come to school in ‘cosy clothes’, which they would feel comfortable reading in.
We will also be holding our annual World Book Day Book Swap, so please start
to think about which books from your current collection you might like to donate
to the book swap, in order to make room on your bookshelves for the new,
swapped ones you will choose in school on World Book Day.
We support World Book Day because we believe in its aims. This year, World
Book Day is focussing on ‘Reading Your Way.’
‘Reading Your Way’ encourages everyone to let go of reading pressures and
expectations, and empowers children and young people to have fun
discovering reading on their own terms. This helps to build a love of reading for
pleasure.
 Please read below for some more detailed information about the benefits of
reading for pleasure.



Our mission is to promote reading for pleasure, offering every child and young
person the opportunity to have a book of their own. Reading for pleasure is the
single biggest indicator of a child’s future success – more than their family
circumstances, their parents’ educational background or their income.

World Book Day defines Reading for Pleasure as:
Feeling sense of satisfaction or pleasure by engaging with chosen reading
material in their free time.

We want to see more children with a life-long habit of reading for pleasure
and the improved life chances this brings them.

Six Elements - One Reading
Superpower
The evidence base shows there are
6 building elements which support a
child to read for pleasure
Being read to regularly
Having books at home and at school
Having a choice in what to read
Finding time to read
Having trusted help to find a book
Making reading FUN!
These 6 elements shape and guide
everything World Book Day does.

Why Reading For Pleasure? - The Evidence
Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a child’s future
success – more than their family circumstances, their parents’ educational
background or their income. Key outcomes are listed below.
• Improvement in vocabulary in comparison to non-readers (Millenium
Cohort Study)
• Correlation between regularity of reading for pleasure and ability in
reading each reinforcing the other as students get older (Cremin 2019,
Torppa 2020)
• Better performance in subjects other than English (Millenium Cohort
Study)
• Reading for pleasure is one of the most important predictors of test scores
at age 16, regardless of background (OECD)
• There is a strong correlation between regular reading for Pleasure and



Mental Wellbeing which is separate from other predictors (NLT 2018)
• Reading improves a child’s empathy skills (Oatly 2016)
• Interventions developing Reading for Pleasure attitudes (offering book
choice and time to read rather than instruction) have a greater influence on
reading ability than reading lessons for older children/adults (Greenberg
2014)
More details to follow after half term.

Mrs Newton

Reading at CSPA
Over the next few weeks, we will be sharing some plans to further develop and
encourage reading at CSPA . As a starting point, shared below are some links
to some recommended reading books for each year group. We hope you find
them useful and look forward to sharing more reading news and updates in the
coming weeks:

Recommended reads - Year 3
Recommended reads - Year 4
Recommended reads - Year 5
Recommended reads - Year 6

The 'Reading Stack' is part of an exciting new CSPA initiative to help children

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/recommended-reads/year-3/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/recommended-reads/year-4/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/recommended-reads/year-5/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/recommended-reads/year-6/


track their reading progress and explore a variety of genres throughout the
year.
Some children have their Reading Stack on paper to be stuck into their reading
records, while others may not have had their reading record available. If your
child didn’t stick it in at school, please can you do this at home? The Reading
Stack is designed to encourage students to discover what genres interest them
most and to try out different kinds of books. Here’s how it works:

Each child has a Reading Stack with six different genres (such as
mystery, adventure, fantasy, etc.) and ten books listed under each genre.
As they read books, they can colour in a book on the stack that
corresponds to the genre of the book they've read.
Each genre has a specific colour, and when your child writes the title of
the book in their reading diary, they will place a small dot of the
corresponding colour next to the title.

This method not only helps track their reading preferences but also encourages
them to explore books they might not have considered before. We’ve included
a list of suggested books for each genre that are age-appropriate, but children
are welcome to explore other titles within each genre too. The aim is to inspire
them to read for fun and broaden their literary horizons!
Please remember, there is no expectation to finish the entire stack by the end
of the year—this is about encouraging as much reading as possible at a
comfortable pace.
We’re excited to see how this initiative inspires our young readers and hope
they enjoy both the journey of discovery and the fun of tracking their progress.



Year 5 Mystery Reader
This week, Year 5 had the delightful
opportunity to welcome our first
mystery reader, who brought the joy
of storytelling to life with "The
Brilliant World of Tom Gates." The
moment the reading began, the
energy in the room shifted as
excitement filled the air, it was lovely
to see the children erupting into
giggles at the funny moments and
engaging with the story in a way that
only a lively reading can inspire. A
big thank you to Hugo’s mum for her
incredible storytelling, it was
amazing to have you!
Miss Gallagher

Year 4 Residential Trip to Osmington Bay
Thank you very much for completing the medical and diary information for
Osmington Bay.

We will be holding an information meeting on Tuesday 1st April from 3.30pm -
4.00pm to provide you with further information about the trip and details of
travel arrangements. It will also give you an opportunity to ask any questions.
We will provide child care for your children whilst the meeting is taking place. I
will communicate again with reminders and further details about where
the meeting will be nearer the time. 

A kit list has been emailed out to Year 4 parents this week.

Many thanks.
Mrs Valentine



What to do if your child is ill or absent from school
To report an absence from school, an email must be sent on each day of
absence to absent@cspacademy.org.uk

To request a planned absence from school, CLICK HERE to complete an online
Google form. Forms can also be located under the 'parents' tab on our school
website www.cspacademy.org.uk

PTA News
Watch this space for PTA news as we approach our fundraising target! Have an
idea of what you would like the PTA to purchase for the children? Come along
to the next meeting to share your ideas!! 

https://forms.gle/Tgz2HQAt2DMdfFy37
https://chalfont-st-peter-cofe-academy.secure-primarysite.net/school-forms/


PTA Meeting
Our next meeting is VIRTUAL on Tuesday 25th February 2025 at 7pm.
 
PTA meeting
Tuesday, 25 February · 7:00 – 8:30pm
Time zone: Europe/London
Google Meet joining info
Video call link: https://meet.google.com/uvp-ywdj-rcx
Or dial: ‪(US) +1 475-441-5185 PIN: ‪772 752 572#

Class Coordinators

The CSPA PTA Class Coordinators do a fantastic job in helping to generate
support, provide useful communication and offer a helping hand to organisers
of our PTA events. Thank you to you all!
 
We have a vacancy in Class 9 and Class 10 and two vacancies in Class 3. If
you are interested in the role, please don’t hesitate to reach out. It will be lovely
to hear from you!

Class 1
Helen Sheehan and Joanne
Edwards

Class
7

Joe and Vicky Williams

Class 2
Maki Huxford and Jacqueline
Hurley

Class
8

Helen Lord and Maki
Huxford

Class 3  
Class
9

Helen Lord

Class 4
Hannah Bhamra-Ariza and Jennie
Hackett

Class
10

Hannah Bhamra-Ariza

Class 5 Christy Lade and Kirsten Wagner
Class
11

Jeanette Koski and Danielle
Lester

Class 6
Margaux Taylor and Sarah
Watson

Class
12

Katie Barr and Christy Lade

PTA Hot Lunch
Our next PTA hot lunch of the year is on Friday 14th February 2025.
The hot lunch is kindly being supplied again this time by The Village Chippy in
Chalfont St Giles. 
As usual, the choices are fishcake, chicken nuggets, beef and pork sausage or
a vegetarian sausage. If you wish for your child to have a hot lunch please login
in to ParentPay www.parentpay.com, select the 'hot lunch' item stating your
child's food preference: fishcake, chicken nuggets, beef and pork sausage or a

http://www.parentpay.com/


vegetarian sausage in the comments box.
 

The final deadline for ordering is Monday 10th February, at 9am. 
Unfortunately, no orders can be accepted after this date. Please do not
request a hot lunch after this date.
 
The cost of the lunch is £6.00. If you wish to make an additional donation to the
school, you can do so by entering a higher amount in ParentPay (see
instructions below). Proceeds over and above the cost of the lunch go towards
purchasing valuable items for the school. As you know, we are currently
fundraising for two projects – the school refurbishment project and the
curriculum design project.
When you select the item to make payment, you will see two options:

Pay full amount (£10.00)
Choose payment amount

To pay for the hot lunch select ‘Choose payment amount ’and type the amount
you wish to pay into the box (minimum is £6, maximum is £10).
Please note if payment is not made, an order will not be placed for your child. 
Children are under no obligation to have a hot lunch – some will prefer their
usual lunchbox so please do not feel under any pressure to include your child.
If you are entitled to free school meals please ensure that you go onto
your Parent Pay account to select your child’s meal choice.
I am grateful to one or our parents, Ms Wagner, and other parents as well as
members of school staff for working together to provide this firm favourite for
the children. 
 

PTA Quiz Night
Our PTA quiz masters are looking forward to welcoming you to the annual PTA
quiz on the 28th February for some much needed fun!

Last year was a blast and we would like your help in organising tables for every
year group. 
Tickets are now available on Parent Pay for £20, which includes a delicious
Tapas platter supplied by Hibiscus Foods.  Please advise us if veggie, vegan or
any allergies in advance so we can cater for you.
 











 DATE  EVENT TIME
 

 YEAR GROUP    

 Friday 14 February
 Wellbeing Day - Non
uniform day

 All day  ALL

Friday 14 February  PTA Hot Lunch Lunch  ALL
  Mon 17 - Fri 21 
February   

 Half Term       

  Friday 28 February    PTA Quiz Night
 7pm -
10pm 

  ALL parents 

 Saturday 22 March  PTA Spring Fayre
 12 - 2.30
pm

  ALL

 Monday 24 March   Parents' Evening 
 4pm -
7pm 

  All Classes (except
Class 5) 

 Thursday 27 March  Parents' Evening
 4pm -
7pm

 All Classes (except
Class 5)

 Monday 31 March  Parents' Evening
 4pm -
7pm

 Class 5 only

 Tuesday 1 April
 Yr4 Meeting re
Osmington Bay 

 3.30 pm -
4pm

 Year 4 parents

 Thursday 3 April Parents' Evening 4pm - 7pm Class 5 only
       

Upcoming dates:
 

SAVE THE DATES:

Friday, 28th February 2025 - PTA Quiz Night - 7pm -
10pm (adults only)

Saturday, 22nd March 2025 (12 - 2.30 pm) - PTA
Spring Fayre 



Friday, 2nd May 2025 - PTA Ball - 7pm - 12 pm

Click here to view the full school calendar
Click here to access the extra curriculum timetable 

 

Community Events
Please note that Chalfont St Peter Church of England Academy does not accept any

responsibility for advertised community events, nor do we endorse them.

Event at Amersham Music Centre
We are delighted to offer children at your school who play an instrument or love
to sing, the chance to participate in a fun event we’re hosting at Amersham
Music Centre called ‘WAKE UP TO MUSIC CENTRE’
 

The event will take place on Sat 8th February, at the Amersham School (HP7
9HH) from 9am to 12pm.

The morning will be a great experience playing in a large group setting with fun
music specially arranged for the event. It’s open to all instrumental / vocal
students from recent beginners to Grade 3.
 
Children are invited to wear their pyjamas / oodies / onesies with a bed hair
day competition with a prize for the craziest barnets!
 
It’s a brilliant way to find out what goes on at Music Centre and becoming a
member will enable them to improve their playing skills, make new friends and
give them lots of performance opportunities.
 
WAKE UP TO MUSIC CENTRE is FREE and if you join up as a Music Centre
member after half term , we’ll give you half price membership (£22.00) for the
remainder of the Spring term (our usual membership fee will then be payable
and is £88 per term).
 
Morning will run as follows:
 
Registration – 9.00am – 9.20am

https://www.cspacademy.org.uk/diary/grid/2022/01/
https://www.cspacademy.org.uk/school-clubs/


Rehearsals 9.30am – 10.45am
10.45am – 11am – BREAK! Bring some cash along to buy a snack at the Café!
11am – 11.30am – Rehearsal time
11.30am – Parent performance and then home!
 
Everyone should bring their instrument, a music stand (if you have one) and a
pencil!
 
Please promote this fantastic event in your school, and ask parents to
email us at ammusic@bucksmusic.org so we know who will be coming along.
 

mailto:ammusic@bucksmusic.org








Give me the strength to be kind,

And to respect everyone and everything.

Remind me always to use my manners,

And give me the courage to make the right choices.

Bless our whole school family,

And our wider family across the world.

Thank you for being with us,

And helping us in all that we do.

Amen
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